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SUBJECT: PATROL BOATS FOR THE CANAL ZONE 

1 . DOD PROPOSES TO SEND A NAVAL PATROL UNIT CONSISTING OF 
35 PERSONNEL, THREE 50-FOOT FAST PATROL CRAFT AND THREE 

31 -FOOT RIVER PATROL BOATS TO BE ADMINISTRATIVELY ASSIGNED 
TO THE U.S. NAVAL STATION, CANAL ZONE. THE BOATS WOULD BE 
TRANSFERRED TO THE CANAL ZONE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE IN FY 78. 

THE BOATS WOULD BE USED TO GUARD THE SEA APPROACHES TO THE 
CANAL AND TO PATROL GATUN LAKE. THE DEPLOYMENT IS SUB- 
JECT TO THE CAVEAT THAT A CHANGE IN THE POLITICAL SITUA- 
TION COULD MAKE DESIRABLE A CANCELLATION OF THE ACTION 
AT ANY TIME PRIOR TO THE DEPLOYMENT OF THE BOATS. 
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2. REQUEST EMBASSY COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY APRIL 
21 . 

VANCE 
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